Did you know that we are continuing to go paperless?
This is great news! It means when you register on-line for the spring and
fall meetings you will no longer have to submit your attendance form/
certificate to receive your six credits – it is automatically loaded onto
your account. Paperless also makes accepting payments and attendance
simpler for the treasurer. With this being said, you are still able to send
your payment by mail if this is your preferred method We would like
to ask that everyone planning to attend the spring or fall 2017 meetings
to go on line to: http:/ / wi.ast.org/ click on register now & fill in the
blanks. Thanks for your help, we do appreciate it!

I am very excited to be a new member of the WI-AST Board. I am
looking forward to all this role has to offer and what I am able to
contribute to the Assembly. I am hosting the “March to the Bay”
spring meeting with my fellow coworkers Jessica Prentice and
Lynn Huebbe at Aurora BayCare. We have a great lineup of
speakers on some new and interesting topics. I hope to see you
all in Green Bay this March!
Ilea Cornelius CST, WI-AST Director

Dudley Johnson MD (1930-2016)

We’re on the Web!
WI-AST group on
Facebook

Daniel Dickover CST, CH I , WI -AST Director

The J oys of host ing a m eet ing!

As surgical techs - we tend to be organized, multi-taskers, “I can do that”-minded
people. This also falls under the same line as “ask the busiest person you know to do
something and they will get it done!” I think this is in part because of our personality
traits, but also because of the environment we work in. That is where I found myself at
the May 2015 AST conference in San Antonio, Texas when I was asked by some WI-AST
board members if I would be willing to host an AST meeting in Appleton. I had just
finished organizing a cancer benefit (April 2015) for a very good friend of mine who
passed away from liver and pancreatic cancer in February of that year. This was my
first benefit; although it was a lot of work it was very rewarding and sincerely
appreciated by his family. Of course I said yes and planned to host in the spring of
2017. When I attended the fall 2015 meeting I was told that the fall 2016 meeting was
now available and would I be interested in hosting then instead of in the spring 2017. I

agreed as long as it was not a conflict with the Packer schedule as that can make
booking a hotel difficult and more expensive. It turned out that the Packers had a bye
week on October 1st so everything worked out. After settling on a date for the meeting
I began to find a location to hold the meeting. I was told there could be as many as 125
people at the meeting and our hospital did not have a conference room large enough. I
found a hospital across town that was able to accommodate our group size and secured
a hotel with a discounted rate for people who had to travel a distance. Next, I began to
gather my speaker (six of them) which really wasn’t hard. When the doctors heard that
I was hosting the meeting they were more than willing to help. I also have a friend on
the board who works at our sister hospital in Neenah and she was able to have two of
the doctors there speak as well. Collecting the speaker information and credential form
was the most difficult since the doctors get busy, even though you see them in the hall
and give them a friendly reminder. All of the speakers need to be approved by AST, so
this is a critical step. You also need to come up with a name and date for your meeting
and this too needs to be approved by AST. I think the key to a successful meeting is to
be organized; I had a year to plan the meeting. There are step by step directions on our
website to follow and you can always ask anyone on the board of directors for help. As
the meeting drew closer, I began to plan the menu - breakfast and lunch. I also started
to think about those much enjoyed door prizes! One day it dawned on me that every
doctor’s office has promotional items, so I kindly asked each speaker if they would be
willing to donate an item or items for the door prizes. Be careful what you ask for! I
received such nice items, too nice for a door prize! At the fall meeting we have a
collection for charity and I had decided on Operation Christmas Child. We had a silent
auction and the money raised was given to them. Finally the day of the meeting had
arrived! Surgical techs came; speakers and vendors arrived on time, all the computer
equipment worked! The meeting ran smoothly and everyone enjoyed it! It was a long
day, but seeing the positive results was so worth all the work put in to the meeting!!
I would encourage anyone who is looking for a rewarding experience to consider
hosting a meeting! Do it yourself or get a group of co-workers together!
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